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pkce. I make him an offer, garment by garment.
Sometimes he makes money; sometimes he loses
or just breaks even. Perhaps I might pay him
two yen and fifty sen for the overcoat under dis-
cussion. Then I have it cleaned and mended and
sell it for about three yen and fifty sen to a second-
hand clothes retail man who in turn may sell it for
four or five yen to some one who happens to need
a coat* There are more than a thousand second-
hand retail stores distributed throughout the
various wards of Tokyo. That is the story of a
second-hand garment unless the ragman gets it.
Ragmen also sell to me, but usually ithey have only
Japanese clothes to offer and I do not handle
them/' *
"My biggest problem is getting hold of old
clothes/* the merchant remarked as he shifted his
bulky but agile body* "I like to get good clothes
but that is rather hard in Japan because high class
people seldom sell their clothes. The paternal
system is such here that the discarded clothes of
the well-to-do usually go to poor relatives or, in
the case of death, are given out to various friends
of the deceased as keepsakes. A few people are
adopting modern ideas kuthis respect, though,
In fact, I have had such a sHortage of old clothes,
especially during the past year when most people